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Of the OWNERS of more than Sixty Thouſand Acres of Rich and 
Paluable L AND S, Bordering upon the FEN NS, called, 


BEDFORD-LEVEL: 


SHEWETH, 


IH A T theLands of the ſeveral Petitioners, and their Anceſtors in all times paſt, 
have been defended by Sufficient Banks, and the Waters deſcending upon the 
ſame, have been carried off by Large and ample DRAINS and OUTF ALLS into 

= the River of G&EAT-OW ZE, and can have _ vo other way for Paſſage of thoſe 

Waters to Sea. | 

THAT by means of a DAM and SLUICE, ſet upon tie faid River of OW ZE, by the 
Corporation of Adyenturers, on Pretence of Drainiag the Souti part of the ſaid LEFEL. 
The antient Flow and Courſe of the .Waters, in the iaid River, being Stopped and Di- 
verted. Tie bottom of the ſaid River OWZE, is become ſo Raiſed and Silted up, that ai} 
the {ſaid Drains and Outfalls, are intirely Choaked and ftopped up, and can never be Re- 
covered without Reducing the ſaid River to its former Condition. | 
_ THAT beſides theLoſ of thoſe Drains by the Occation aforcſaid, the Waters of the 
faid FENNS by other Works of the ſaid Adventurers arc Ict in, and {uftered to run through 
many of the Petitioner's Lands, under Pretence of being conveyed by thoſe Works, to Newer 
OUT#F ALLS made by them into the ſaid River OWZE ; which OUTFALLS of the ſaid 
Adventurers are in like manner Choaked and Stopped up, ſo as the Waters intended to be Con- 
veycd ,as aforeſaid, by overflowing or ſoaking through the Adventurer's Bank and Works, have 
for divers years paſt overflown and drowned many thouiands of Acres of the ſaid Lands, 
which are become Receptacles for the ſaid FENN Waters, and of no uſe to the Petitioners, 
to their ineſtimable Damage, and the utter Ruin of many Families, Widows, and Orphans. 

THAT the Landsalready, and which tor divers years paſt have been thus Drowned and 
Annoyed, are as followeth, viz. In the Town hips of Donnenam, Stow-Bardolf, and parts ad- 
joyning on the Eaſt-fide of the ſaid River OWZ E » >co Acres, 

inthe ſame Townſhips on the Weſt-ſide the ſaid River OWZE 6000 Acres. | 

In the Hundred of a;ſhland, and Townsof Wizzen-Ha!l, and parts adjoyning 20000 Acres. 
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belides the loſs of their Roads and Highways, which are become Impaſſable ; and the Miſchicts 
and Damages {till daily Increafing : And belide, the imminent Danger they at preſcat lie rnder., 
of a total and general Drowning aud Deſtruction by the ſaid FEA'N Waters. 

THAT the Lands pretended to be Drained by the ſaid Dam and Slice, are hut a Part of 
the ſaid LEVEL, and generally the worſt Lands, the Inheritance of divers thouſands of Acrcx 
thereof, bcing yearly {old for Icfs than 4 4. per Acre, and other Parts for like inconfideratis 
Rates. 

THE Petitioner's ſaid Lands were before theſe Miſchicfs, generally VVorth, to be Letts, 
one with another, from 10 to 205. per Acre per Anunm, 

FHAT notwithſtanding many Complaints and Applications to the Corporation of Ad- 
venturers, who are by the fate Statute of 15 Car.2. made lole Commillioners of SEWERS with- 
in rhe ſaid LEVEL, and fo far astheir VVorks extend, and all other Commiſſioners excluded, 
there being no Appeal, but to themſeives againſt their own Acts, Defaults, and Injuries, thg 
Peritioners could never obtain any Relief. OY 

THEY therefore humbly Pray, That the ſaid DAM and SLUICE may be removed ; the 

iid FENMN Waters reſtrained, and their Lands tor the ſuture preſerved. accordins 

io the feveral Complaints and Cafes in their reſpective Petitions appear ins. 


